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P. 06 



REMARKS 

In the Claims 
36 use §102 

Claims 1« 4. and 9-16 were rejected under 36 U>SiC. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mitsui (U.S. Patent No. 5,100,166). 

With respect to claim 1, Applicant respectfully dlsdigrees with the Examiner's 
rejection. 

Mitsui discloses a method for detecting the vibrdtion at each suspension by using 
a first sensor to detect acceleration in a vertical direction for each wheelp a second 
sensor for detecting acceleration in a transverse direction for each wheel, and a third 
sensor for detecting acceleration in a tliird direction paraljel to the direction of 
movement (col. 4, lines 11-26) for each wheel. The three! sensors an^ used to detect a 
vibration at each wheel at allows for a damping factor to be different at a front wheel 
than at a rear wheel (col. 4, lines 26-56). The damping fdctor la adjusted solely on the 
basis of the vibration at each wheel. 

Conversely, claim 1 measures a vehicle acceleration. The measured vehicle 
acceleration is used to determine a change in a wheel lo^d and the damping factor for 
each wheel is adjusted based on the change in wheel lodd. Vehicle acceleration 
detennines the shift of the center of gravity in a vehicle, Vvhile wheel acceleration does 
not. The more a vehicle accelerates, the more the load bears on the. rear wheels, while 
during a vehicle's deceleration the load on the front wheels Is higher than during 
coasting. An individual wheel's acceleration has no suchi Influence, for a wheel by itself 
can be spinning or slddding and may thus not contribute ^o a vehicle acceleration and to 
the load on the wheels at all. 

Therefore, Mitsui fails to teach or disclose all the claimed elements. IVIitsui 

discloses using three sensors to measure three acceieirajions at a each wheel to 

detennlne the vibration at each wheel. Claim 1 measMres a vehicle acceleration to 

determine a change in load of the wheel. Miisu! is silent with regards to adjusting a 
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damping fector at a wheel based upon a change in vehicle load at that wheel. 
Furthenmore, the system of Mitsui requires three sensors to determine wheel vibration 



Therefore, Applicant requests to reconsider the rejection. 
35 use §103 

Claims 5-8, 18, and 19-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Mitsui (claim 2) and over Miller in view, of Weiberte (UA 
2002/0013651). 

Weiberle discloses a method for determining a wheel slip, a pitch angle and a 
road angle of a vehicle. The determined wheel slip, pitch angle and road angle or used 
by a vehicle contral, such as electronic stability control. Weiberle is silent with regards 
to using a vehicle acceleration to detemnine a change in Wheel load. Also, Weiberle is 
silent vAVn regards to changing a damping coefficient for a wheel based upon a change 
in wheel load. Therefore. Weiberle fails to teach or disclose the claimed elements that 
Mitsui fails to teach or disclose. 

Accordingly, even a combination of Mitsui and Weiberle cannot result in the 
elements of the pending claims. 

Applicant therefore requests reconsideration of the rejections. 



Gerlinde M. Nattier 
Registration No. 51272 
Continental Teves, Inc. 
One Continental Drive 
Auburn Hills. Ml 48326 
(248) 393-8721 
Agent for Applicants 
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and is not concerned with a change in load at each wheel. 



Respectfully submitted. 




